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RESPONSE 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This is in regard to the Office Action dated December 9, 2004. In the 
December 9 Office Action, the examiner raises a restriction requirement between Group I 
(claims 1-30 and 36-43) and Group II (claims 31-35 and 44-48). Applicant elects Group I 
(claims 1-30 and 36-43), with traverse as follows. 

In the December 9 Office Action, it is stated that: 

"[T]he apparatus of Group I as claimed can be practiced by 
another materially different process and not necessarily the 
specific steps of Group II. For example, claim 1 does not require 
rotating the rotor in a direction opposite the first direction as 
required by claim 3 1 

Applicant notes, however, that claim 7, which is in Group I, recites a shredder 
apparatus in accordance with claim 1 in which the rotor rotates in a direction opposite to the 
direction of flow of wet chip material entering said shredder apparatus. Consequently, 
applicant submits that the subject matter (the direction of the rotation of the rotor) that 
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allegedly differentiates Groups I and II will be searched and examined as a consequence of 
the examiner's review of claim 7. Given that the subject matter at issue will be searched and 
examined as part of the review of claims 1-30 and 36-43, applicant submits that there will be 
no serious burden for all 48 claims to be examined in the instant application, and the 
restriction requirement should be withdrawn. See MPEP 803. 

Dated: December 29, 2004 Respectfully^su 
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